EGO 4                                   [1939
off bronchitis, or Monty's excellent lunch with a pint of un-
accustomed fizz sent me to sleep all through the Queen's Hall
concert.
Afterwards called on John Rayner, still in bed after three
months with a disease successively diagnosed by all the best
specialists as influenza, dog-bite, malaria, and typhoid.
Found him looking like Alfred Lunt in Amphitryon 38, with
a red beard and enthusing to a bevy of she-intellectuals over
the first number of Cyril Connolly's monthly, Horizon.
Dec. 11 A. W. Baskcomb, the original Slightly in Peter Pan,
Monday, died after six years of suffering; he had a seizure in
1933 which left him unable to speak. I have the
best recollection of how he and Ronald Squire accepted a
challenge thrown out by Darlington and me to play any two
actors at golf for the best supper in London. Bill and I paid,
and from the start it was obvious we were going to. The
match took place at Moor Park. Ronnie had a small-headed,
vicious-looking brassie with which he kept putting second
shots dead. And I have never forgotten Archie's putting. He
trembled all over, and his putter shook worse than a drun-
kard's morning glass. But the putts went down, and with
each of them Ajrchie grew gloomier and gloomier. The last
time I saw him was on a Sunday in 1934, when they brought
him to lunch at Harry Preston's place at Brighton. He tried
hard to say something, but couldn't. A gentle, shy creature,
and a great favourite on both sides of the curtain.
Dec. 18 I spent last night, as I suspect millions did, lending
Monday, a cat-and-mouse ear to the radio and waiting for
11.30, the hour at which the Admiral Graf Spee
must leave Montevideo. But probably few other people were
simultaneously steaming their heads over a jug of Friar's
Balsam (laryngitis) while keeping one eye on Stevenson's The
English Admirals. The Graf Speeds commander, Captain
Langsdorff, has been blamed, I think wrongly, for not being
another Sir Richard Grenville* (R.L.S. had a fine answer to
the man who complained that the story of the Revenge set a
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